THE EVIDENCE  OF THE  PLAYS
that playwrights were made use of, and paid for
their services.
In the Pilgrimage to and Return from Parnassus,
Oxford appears as Amoretto, and there is again
reference to William of Stratford as an Actor, and
to his coat of arms, and acquisition of wealth:
STUDIOSO. England   affordes   those   glorious   vaga-
bonds that carried erst their fardels on their backs.
With mouthing words that bitter wits had framed
They purchase lands and now esquires are (namde)
made.
The reference to the coat of arms granted
to William of Stratford is probable; but he is
only credited to be "the mouther/9 not the
author; and yet by this time the poems Venus
and Lucrece and some of the plays had been
published*
He finds a remarkable parallel in the Two
Gentlemen of Verona, and Greene's Groat*s-worth of Wit,
referred to in the first chapter, in connection with
the first appearance of William of Stratford in
London. Act II, vii:
The more thou damm'st it up, the more it burns,
The current that with gentle murmur glides
Thou know'st, being stopped, impatiently doth rage;
This is clearly a paraphrase of Greene's passage
on Oxford as the " upstart crow/3
Stop shallow water still running, it will rage.
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